AP U.S. History



Unit 5: Manifest Destiny, Territorial Expansion, 





and The Road to War
Readings:

Text, Brinkley, Chapter 13
D. Donald, “Why the War Came: The Sectional Struggle over Slavery in the Territories”
Assorted primary document readings

Themes:
1. Sectionalism.

2. Manifest Destiny, westward expansion, and slavery conflicts.

3. Causes of the Civil War.

4. Compromise.

5. Road to secession.

Contents:

· Manifest Destiny and territorial expansion
· Mexican-American War
· Expansion of slavery in the territories
· 1850’s: A Decade of Crises
· Compromise of 1850
· Kansas-Nebraska Act and “Bleeding Kansas”
· Dred-Scott Decision
· Lincoln-Douglas Debates
· John Brown’s Raid
· Election of 1860
Major Assignments and Assessments: 
· Maintain a chronological chart of sectional crises leading to the Civil War.  Your chart should begin with and include the Missouri Compromise and end with and include the election of 1860.  At a minimum, you should include: Wilmot Proviso, Compromise of 1850, Kansas-Nebraska Act, Uncle Tom’s Cabin, Pottawatomie Creek Massacre, Republican Party, Sumner-Brooks Affair, Dred Scott Decision, Lincoln-Douglas Debates, Lecompton Constitution, John Brown’s Raid.  Your chart should include the date of each event, a brief description of the event, and an explanation of how the event contributed to the growing sectional crisis.  You will turn this in on the final day of the unit to be graded.  This assignment must be typed.

· DBQ Essay (take home)

· Unit Test (multiple-choice questions only)
Questions to Consider:

1. How did the ideas of Manifest Destiny dominate the presidential election of 1844?

2. How did the Texas Revolution lead to the Mexican War?

3. Was the Wilmot Proviso the first political shot of the Civil War?  Explain.

4. Why did the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo fail to satisfy either the Democratic president or the Whig Congress?

5. Why was the Compromise of 1850 only a short-term solution to the sectional conflicts of the 1850s?

6. How did implementing popular sovereignty prove more difficult than its supporters anticipated?

7. How did the Kansas-Nebraska Act change the political landscape in the mid-1850s?

8. How did the Ostend Manifesto reinforce the belief in a “slave power”?

9. How did the formation of the Republican Party provide a political home for disgruntled groups and philosophies in the mid-1850s?

10. How did “Bleeding Kansas” show the problems with popular sovereignty in settling the slavery issue in the territories?

11. How did the attack on Charles Sumner in 1856 demonstrate the violence associated with the slavery debate?

12. Was James Buchanan a failure as president?  Defend your answer.

Assignment Schedule:  
Thu., 11/14:
Manifest Destiny and Background to the Mexican-American War



HW: Brinkley, Chapter 13 reading; read packet “Manifest Destiny and Mission” and answer 

questions #1, 2, 3 in your notebooks.
Fri., 11/15:
Mexican-American War: Causes and Results



HW: Brinkley, Ch. 13; Jr. Thesis work.


Mon., 11/18:
Attempts to Deal with Slavery in the Territories



HW: Jr. Thesis deadline due tomorrow.
Tue., 11/19:
Jr. Thesis Deadline #2; Attempts to Deal with Slavery in the Territories Cont’d.


HW: Finish Chapter 13; Read D. Donald article and take thorough notes on the 3 principal 

causes of the Civil War identified in the article: 
· Erosion of National Political Parties

· Weakened Faith in the Constitution

· Nationalistic Oratory Losing Its Force
Wed., 11/20:
No C-Block
Thu., 11/21:
The Road to Secession


HW: Read through DBQ and draft a preliminary thesis statement and major arguments.  
Fri., 11/22:
So, What Caused the Civil War?


HW: Study for Chapter 13 Test (multiple-choice questions only); Civil War Chart (directions on 

first page of syllabus) due Monday; DBQ Essay due Tuesday.


Mon., 11/25:
Chapter 13 Test (35 minutes only); Ft. Sumter and Start of the Civil War


HW: DBQ Essay due tomorrow.
DBQ Guidelines:

--no more than 3 typed pages

--follow guidelines for writing a DBQ (handout)

--full essay, typed, etc.
Tue., 11/26:
DBQ Essay due; Key Events in the Civil War


HW: Brinkley, Chapter 14 reading; Jr. Thesis work.
Have a Wonderful Thanksgiving Holiday!

[image: image1.jpg]4oUD BETTER cer

RALPH,, LOOKS
LIKE HOURE DONE,






2 days

Manifest Destiny and War with Mexico

· Define Manifest Destiny; use Gast painting

· Explain why this expansionist fever occurred at this time

· Explain how Manifest Destiny influenced the 1844 election and the political parties at this time.  What do the parties stand for?

· Who were the key presidents involved in this time period?



War with Mexico

· Use handouts: Quotes and Information; Timeline

· What were the causes of the war?  justifications vs. real reasons?  Include background information on TX

· What were some of the important aspects of this war?

· Treaty results—show picture of the land acquired as a result of this war.  Important questions raised by this: will the territories and later the states formed from this territory be free or state? how will a balance in the Senate between free and slave states be maintained? Is a balance sufficient for everyone?

2 days

Attempts to Deal with Slavery in the Territories

· existing laws (MO Compromise); Constitution; past practice

· Compromise of 1850



--spend time on Fugitive Slave Act (handout + 2 videos on my computer)



--popular sovereignty—how is this a change in practice?  



Attempts to Deal with Slavery in the Territories

· Kansas-Nebraska Act and “Bleeding Kansas”



--Background: Douglas and the RR



--limits of popular sovereignty



--“Bleeding Kansas”—mini civil war breaks out (Use 1 pg. reading)



--Political Fallout: Republican Party is formed

1 day

South’s “Peculiar Institution”

· Economic realities of King Cotton



--involvement of North and South

· Realities of Slave Life



--use my ppt.



--begin by reviewing southern defenses of slavery: Fitzhugh reading



--contrast with realities of slave life

2 days

Crises of the 1850s

· Dred Scott decision (use reading and q’s packet)



--emphasize how this decision favored Southern slaveholders but backfires in the end; 

after this decision, it is not clear who or what has the authority to govern slavery in the 

territories.

· Lincoln-Douglas Debates

· John Brown



--Pottawatomie Creek and Harpers Ferry



--Was Brown a terrorist?



Crises of the 1850s

· Election of 1860 and Secession



--Republican Party Platform handout



--1860 election chart and results packet



--South Carolina’s Order of Secession packet

1 day

What Caused the Civil War?

· Use McPherson’s reading to explore some alternative explanations for what caused the Civil War and how McPherson argues that it was all about slavery

· Bring in Test essay question to the discussion—how could both sides claim that their rights were violated and that War was the only alternative?

1 day

Fort Sumter and the Civil War 

· Use Ken Burns Civil War DVD to review the background to the Civil War and to cover Ft. Sumter and start of the war.

